Overview of Forms of Government
This document provides a concise overview of the major forms of government across history and the modern world. It summarizes who holds power, how leadership is structured, and provides examples of each system.

	System
	Who Holds Power
	Example
	Hallmarks

	Democracy
	The people (directly or through reps)
	U.S., India
	Free elections, rights

	Monarchy
	A royal ruler (sometimes ceremonial) 
	UK, Saudi Arabia
	Hereditary rule

	Dictatorship
	One person
	North Korea
	Total control

	Oligarchy
	Small elite group
	Ancient Sparta
	Rule by few

	Theocracy
	Religious leaders
	Iran, Vatican
	Religious law

	Republic
	Citizens via representatives
	France
	Elected head of state

	Military Junta
	Armed forces
	Myanmar
	Military rule

	Federal
	Shared national & local power
	U.S., Germany
	Regional autonomy

	Socialist/Communist
	State control of economy
	China, Cuba
	Equality emphasis

	Hybrid/Experimental
	Mixed or creative systems
	France, Micronations
	Custom frameworks



